Quinolinic and kainic acids can enhance calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity in striatal neurons with substance P-like immunoreactivity.
Quinolinic or kainic acid, when injected into the cat striatum, caused neurodegenerative changes in striatal neurons. In parallel with these changes, however, calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity became visible in perikarya of many striatal neurons which were distributed around the lesions produced by the quinolinic or kainic acid injections. The vast majority of these lesion-spared neurons showing calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity were striatal neurons with substance P-like immunoreactivity.